iece By Piece — Galilee!" 
Text: Mark 9:32 "But they understood not that saying and were afraid to ask" 
rupture: Mark 9:30-32, 2 Samuel 7:12-17 

Jbsub has now come to Galilee, but again this gives us no definite place 
where He was. Galilee xhhx literally meant "ring" or "circle" and was 
literally an area made up of quite a few little villages and towns. 
Chorazin, Capernaum, Gana, Nain, Nazareth, the plain of Gennesaret and others. 
V/e can see from this that Jesus whereabouts is still not definite. It is 
rather ironic that almost all of the ministry of Jesus lay within the borders 
of this small region. But it is at this point in His ministry that a mile- 
stone has been reached. Jesus now stands on the threshold of what will be 
for Him, His final days, lie has left behind the nirth country where He 

was realtively safe, and has now turned to go toward Jerusalem where the 

phases 
final stKEs of .lis life's drama will take place. 



The Scripture tells us that He did not want anyone to know where He was. 
\_,us v/e see that He felt it was imperative that He share these last fews 
moments with His disciples and explain to them again what was going to ha 
to Him. e 'new that once He was entered into the more hostile territory 
in and around Jerusalem, that He would not really have the privacy to teach 

-.ciples what He wanted them to know. He did not want the crov 
around Him to xkk prevent His speaking openly and frankly to the disciples. 

can see from all of this that Jesus must have felt it was imperative 
to get this message accross to these men. His feeling might well have -een 
that before He left this earth in the body, He desired for someone, and in 
particular these men, to know all of the whys and wherefores of His ministry. 

;;eemed to be seeking to convey to them the urgency of the situation and 
that they try to grasp what it really meant. 

This is the second time that Jesus is mamcKyxHg fortelling His future. Ifce 
it mention of it was made at Caesarea Ihilippi, But one phrase is added 
to this second telling. ;e read, (vs 31b), Ml The Gon of man is delivered into 
the hands of men." He did not say this in the f irst'-telling, ond It is sig- 
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aificant „t this point. Jesus is sharing the secret that He will he betrayed 
h someone. Perhaps He was letting Judas know that He was aware of Judas 
thoughts and feelings. And perhaps he was trying to give Judas a chance 
to change. But in any event, this portion of His announcement was not under- 
stood, dust as all of the rest of it was uncomprehended by them. We read, 

4- » „«+■ i->, n f savins, and were afraid to ask Him." 
vs 32 "But they understood not that saying, 

■ robably they did not understand all o & it because it conflated with what 
Relieved and thought the Messiah would be. They now knew Hi. to be this 
' promised one because of what had happened at Caesarea Philippi with Peter's 
confession. Peter had called Him the Christ, and Jesus did not deny it. 
J0 now here was the Messiah telling that He was going to be put to death. 
m g their lives they, had heard and been taught what the Messiah would do, 
and what Jesus was sayi as contrary to their knowledge. 
A3 ,e read in the book of 2 .amuel how Hatha, was sent fro, Sod to David, 
, he told David that from him shall continue the royal line. And from this 

a] line would come one who would build the House of the Lord. But these 
disciples as well as all the Jews, were looking for this King to come and to 

,. a H „ d literally build the Temple, orvthe House of the 
overthrow their enemies, and iiterai±,y 

„<. :. », - ornine as a mere mortal, ifeney It 
Lord. Thev could not conceive of Him as coming aa 

was impossible for them to think of His being put to death. And they were 
not thinking of Him building s* the House of the Lord in the hearts and lives 
of people. And more especially, they were only tV, . in terms of Jews 
a3 being the only ones who would benefit from the reign and rule of this 

. Thus we can see why they did not understand what He was sayir - 
I portion of their not understanding was that they did not want to understand. 
Humans are like this, and have the capacity to shut out fro. their minds and 
lives the things that conflict with the way they want to act or believe. 
3 fact there is a type of emotional disorder in which the individual with- 
draws drom thecworld of reality and lives in a world of unreality. 

. disciples were not in this category, but they were unwilling to accept 
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that which was contrary to what they had been taught and led to believe. 

E we read that they not only did not understand what He was saying, but 

they were afraid to ask n im. 

In all of this we can see the disciples are acting much like little children. 

Have you ever come across a little child who should have asked a question 

and did not? And when quest oned as to why he neglected to do so, the answer 

was, "I was afraid to ask?" This seemed to be tne predicament of the disciples. 

But if o41y they had known how much Jesus probably was yearning and wishing 

that they would ask for an explanation of what was going to take place. He 

probably longed for that old informal closeness they felt on so many occasions 

when they shared everything on £he same level. 

But perhaps they were afraid to ask because of the fact that He had said 

someone would deliver Him into the hands of His enemies. TKBXXXXXBXkBKxXXX? 

f -KEKxitoCKiixHHtex It isn't too difficult to picutre in our minds this 

.1 band of men clustered around Jesus, their closest friend and their leader, 
and some with downcast eyes because they could not meet his gaze. Others 
looking around intfc the faces of their fellow disciple:: in triving to 
discern if they could detect the look of a traitor there. tfe can well imagine 
impetuous later self-donsciously kicking at the sand and wonderin in his mind 
if the betrayer would be he. xxxxxxixxkHsra He would be recalling the fact 
that he had not completely trusted His Lord when he started to walk on the 
water to meet Him, and because of his lack of complete faith he had sunk be- 
neath the water. Perhaps he was thinking that sometime in the near future 
his faith would let go again, and he would betray Jesus. They all knew that 
Jesus was able to look into their hearts and know their inward desires and 
feelings, and they must have been thinking that He saw something within them. 

at they were unaware of. How about Simon the Zealot? He belonged to a 
group that has as its avowed task to eliminate the enemies of the Jews. Bust 
perhaps in the scheme of things he would be responsible for delivering Jesus 
over to the Romans. Cr how about Matthew? men he was a tax collector 



his greed for itafc money must have led him many times to overcharge one of 
J < poor people who could not afford to complain because of the corruptness 
of the system. And so if we visualize this scene in our minds it is not 
too difficult to understand why they >±iobcHHt "were afraid to ask." 
But as in all of these instances involving the latter days of Jesus, too 
little is said and much is left to conjecture. The only thing we can really 
understand is that the disciples and all of the people did not understand 
what was taking place, and the significance of it all. 

But when we realize that we do know what was taking place and that even with 
the amount of research and interpretation that has gone into all of this 
in the last almost 2000 years, it is difficult to understand that there are 
many people today who still will not understand and are afraid to ask. I 
said" will not" simply because there are those who just will not believe. 
They have the written proof, and they have all of the interpretations given 

them and they turn their backs on the Lord. People have said to me , they 
cannot believe the story of salvation because it sounds too much like a fairy 
tale. Or they will not believe because they cannot actually see God. Or 
they will not believe because they feel they must do all sorts of work in 
order to earn it, or because they are too far gone. The story of one such 
man was told in the Sunday School Times, (Illustration of this man, and 
Jesus saying "I flLL.") 

Here was the lesson for the disciples of Jesus. They did not need to under- 
stand all of what was taking place, and they need not have been afraid to 
ask. Jesus would have explained it to them in plain and simple terms, and 
they would have understood in a new way. 

The same applies to us. We need not understand all that God has done for us 
thr . 1.1 we need to do is accept it as the free gift that it is, 

i then strive to live ±z in that faith from then on. If your heart is 
troubled because you do not understand it all, or because you think yon have 
not worked enough, or you feel you are not good enough; just stop trying to 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP ttiOOA.M, 
Prelupe Music "Consider and Hear Me" 

"Only Believe" 
Si lent P payer . „ 

•Processional Hymw No, 31 "Father, again in Jesus 1 name 

""Ascription - Choral Amen 

*Exhortat tON 

♦Confession (In Unison) "Have mercy upon us, God, ACCORD- 
ING TO THY LOV I NG~K I NPNESS ', ACCQRPTNG TO THE MULTfTUOE 
OF THY TENDER MERCIES HLOT OUT OUR TRANSGRESSION. WASH 
UB THOROUGHLY FROM OUR INIQUITIES, AND. CLEANSE US FROM 
OUR SINS. FOR WE ACKNOWLeoGE OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, AND 

our gin is ever nefore us, purge us anf we shall he 
clean; wash us anp we shall eie whiter than bncjw. Create 
in us clean hearts, God, and henew a right spirit within 
ue. Cast us not away from thy presence, ANn take not thy 
Holy Spirit from us. Amen. 11 

•Kyrie (Choir, Congregation and Pastor) 

"Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor: '0 Lord open oup ljps. 

•People; And our mouth shall show forth thy pr*1Se. 

•Doxology No. 551 
Scripture Lesson : 2 Samuel 7:12-17 «ask: 5 m -y'-?2 
Hymn No. 1^1 "Lopp, "- H o through-out t^cse forty days 11 * 

*AFFiRMATroN OF OUR Fa I TH (APOSTLES 1 Cf'EEp) 

•Gloria Patri 
•Call to Prayer 

•Pastor: The Lord re with you. 

•People: And wtth thy spipit 

•Pastor '• Let us Pray 
•Prayer an^ Prayer Response 






«^feri ng 

Offertory: 



"Good Friend, for Jesus' 1 Sake 



FoRREAR- 
Beethoven 
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SAP T IBM OF fNfANTS 

Anthems "He Loved Them yo the Eno* Rogers 

Sermon: ''Piece By Piece, — GALILEE'* 

PflAYER AND LoRO's PrAYER 

Hymn of DencATtoN No, 2K6 "Who is on the Lord's side?" 

Benedict* on anp Three FoLr Amen 

Postlupe: "March Ponti fi cale" Sti c^ les 

_________ *C0NGRE@ATlON StANPING - - - - - 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have oeen placeo py 

Mrs, Vincent Angeloni in loving memorv of "Mother 11 . 
Serving as Ushers tohay are: 'Allen Botacchi, 

John Repman, Dan Bosko, Robert Knauer, Charles Penar. 
Vice Pres, Eugene Stephenson anp daughter Paula will 

represent Council at the poor topay. 
Nursery will be provided topay ny: Mrs, Doris 

Zavacky anp Nancy Link, 
The attendance last Sunday was 19^". Wed, Sh. 
TONIGHT: 6:30-7:00 - YOUTH CHOIR PRACTICE 
TONIGHT: 7:00 - THE YOUTH GROUPS 'ILL MEET 

monday; 7:30 - women's marv prugh circle '.yill meet, 
Mrs. Olive Hiller will show slides from the Holy 
Lands, Everyone who is interested f S I nv iteo. 

MONDAY: 6:30 P.M. - Basketrall - St. Paul's vs. St. Marks 

WEDNESDAY; 7:30- LENTEN SERVICE 

WEDNESrAY : 8:30 - Immediately following Lenten Service 
THE COUNCIL will meet. 

Please have all material in for the Newsletter py 

WEDNESDAY. BASKE T r:ALlj. 

SATURDAY: - 1:00 P.M, - St. Paul's VS. Mertpian IN/ 
'FRIDAY: - WORLD CAY OF PRAYER - First Mfthodist Chuhch 

at I :30 P,M, 
Baptized today: Michael Patrick Finucan, son of 
Mr. & Mrs, William Finucan, Lisa Irene Vargo, 

DAUGHTER OF Mr. & MrS , StEV E VaRGO . 

Baptism - U:00 today. 

Ho-Ri tali 2Ep : Mrs, Tresa Nicholas 

Please get orders in for Lilies as'soon as possmLE, 

Goon Fripay Breakfast - YMCA - 6:Crf3 A.M. - See 

Kenneth Weitzel or J, w. Harmon for tickets - 

Speaker will he Richard K. Kennedy, D.D. 
THERE ARE A LOT OF EMPTY PE'.^S OF ^YEDNES-OAY EvENINGS 

FEEL FREE TO FILL THEM - See you Wednesday, 
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"Humans like this, have capae smit out; ullhub ".« =/ — 
things conflict way want act or believe. 
Emotional disorder which Individ withdraw world of 

•ins y not this categor, but unwill accept contra 
they taught or hslieve 

not only no understand, but afrai 
loipa like little children, 
ever':; child should ask que »» ■ asK 
why, he say afraid 
this the predica disclpa , 

ly knew ho)tf Js prob yern.wish tell them 
if only they had asked „____ 

rrob lorn* 4 old oloseness, inform so many occasi 
n, afraid Bcause said sural deliv Him hand enem 
Isn't 2 diffi 2 plot our minds sm band men cluster 
rd Js 'their closest friend & leader 
Jum prob with dncast eyeB Bcause could not meet 

" others^look faces fellow discips strive discern 
if could detect look traitor there „-,_,,. 
Can well ima G ine S*fc* impet . ete self-consciou, 
wonder in mind if betrayer B he 
■ ■•!] fact he no complete trust Lord when try 
walk on water K> sunk Bcause lack faith 

-haps think future his faith let E o again , he 

TLew Js look in harts knew what think/desire 
fchey must thot He could see sumthing they 
no know bout selves , 

,n Zealot? lie I ' up avowed 
task eliminate enemies Jews. _ 
xerhaps he could B respons deliver to enemies 
■ iow bout Matt? .ihen tax coll greed * money must 
cheat noor peop many times 

■' ad complain system corrupt ^ 

& if visualize scene in mind, i ?££ aid a3k 

- all this conjecture, too little said/writton 

"Sly thine can understand is discips -. peop not 

understand what take place ,'.: amif oi 

But when we realize what take place & e ^n with 

reaaarch B, interp last 2M yrs it diffi 2 understan 

meny neop 2day still no under & afraid 2 ask 

til Hot" understand 

< cause there those who no Blieve 

They have writ proof & all inter baks on G 

oo say, cannot B ievo story salv like fair; 

■ not Blieve cannot 8 

-»* °""n » % mu3t do all works, 8= 2 accept 

2 easy 






ce — Galilee! " 

9:32, ii': they und^rHtood not that ,:■■;•- 
/ in;_' find were afraid to ask ." 

Sm. 7:12-17, Hark 9:30-32 

Jl ow cum Gal. /again no def place where 
Gal mean "King" "Circle" ■ actually urea sm vil/twn 
Ghorazin, Capernaum, Cana,IJain,i , lasa, 11 Gennesaret 
from this Js whereab unknown 
Iron most all Js minis in borders this 3m region 
This pt minis milestone reached 
Js now threshhold wat 4 Him final days 
Left if country behind where relativ safe 

urn 2ward Jerus final phases lire take place 
'acrip tell, want nol kno where ile was 
He travel incognito 

;t felt impera share last few hrs/moments discip 
" explain what happen 2 Him 
He knew when enter hostile territ Jeru no have priva 
at want them 2 
rant crowds which prevent privacy & prevent 
speak frankly 2 discips 
■Je Js felt it impera Get message across these men 
■ well feel B4 left earth in body, lie desire 
30me1 , in pontic these men/know whys where'+'s mini:] 
He seem want convey urgency situa & they grasp it 
2nd time Js.4tell fut./1st in C Phil 
Cut 1 phrase add 2 it ^read 31b) 
i-e no say '1st tell i it aignii this pt 
Js share secret He betrayed by suml 
ierhaps let Judas know aware his thots, feelings 



;i_VC 



chance change 



Any event, announce not understood J. neither 
rest of it understood 
(read v a -,1) »';;.: I. 

i rob no underst Bcause conflict wat Messiah wad B 
ow known as this B cause Pate call Xp 
He no deny this, Si here tell He die 
All lives herd taught wat Mess, do & Js say Con. 
:d 2 Sam 7, Davidic covenant k royal line 
From royal line cum 1 bmld House of lord 
But these discips all Jews look 4 King othrow enert 
This King bild actual Temp or Hou3e Lord 
10 conceive Him B mere mortal - irtposs die 
:io think He bild Temp in harts lives peop 
.re espec only think terms Jews benefit from 
reign & rule M 

can C why no understand 



Many no Blieve cause feel they 2 far gone 3/" 
ry 1 such man told Sunday chi )1 

(Illustration this man) 

E\ 3 was lesson 4- discips of Js 
mey no need unders all tak place, 
B a fraid 2 ask 
3 would have told them plain/simple terms , 
.; they would have understood in a new way 

G„me applies 2 us 
We no need unders all G done 4 us thru Son 
All need do accept as free gift which it is 
& then strive 2 live in that faith from then on 

If your hart troub Bcause U no unders all 
or Bcause U feel U no good enuf , 
just stop try 2 fathom it all out by self 
" aceept Him at His word when He said, 

"HE ?IUT GOir.ilTH TO I IE I JTT1, TiT r.,/ -;j,..; C jjrnuT' 

e faitful 2 promises 8: He unders even if we do not 
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Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



